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Fresh green Duler artzﬁcza turf awalts ofﬁcza [ nod

~ TIMES NEWS NEI’WORK

: Panaii’ Almost all of a sud-
- den, the cynosure of all foot-

~ enthusiasts’ eyes in

i North Goa is now Duler.

Starved of football action

' fm “close to a year, North Goa

{ fans will finally have some-
! thingto cheerasthelaying of

i an artificial turf at the Duler

| stadium in Mapusa is now

- complete, and it’s only a mat-

. terof afewdays,evenless, be-
~ fore the Goa Football Associ-

aﬁ:m gets back possession of

und from Fifa.
“We are all waiting to oc-

pyoneoftlwseseatsand ‘

glateh football here, again,’

mtheknamaidthe

gmun&aou‘ldbe handed over
. to GFAgnThurﬂdaﬁ

from

‘looks as good as nahlral It’s.

lush green, fresh and an open
invitation for teams to give it
their best shot. Turn around,
though, and the rickety
stands coupled with the old

me;heshly Iaid artlﬁclal turf at the Duler stadlum, Mapus 3, ooks invi

‘ ﬁing forsome football action

Pratiksha Vadkar

- i

paint, stlcks out like a sore
thumb. Not to mention the
toilets.

“We understand that
there is a need to complete
other works here as well. The
GFA president (Shrinivas

Dempo) has had: a:rlook at the
stadium for himself and has
already set aside a budget for
the work to be/completed as
soon ‘as possible. Duler will
have a different look now,"
said Mandrekar. |

Accordmg to Mandrékar,

the stadium will have a new
coat, the staircase leading to
the dressing will be in place
and the VIP gallery on the
Carvalho stand will be clear-

ly demarcated.

“These works will be tak-
a priority basis,” he

Khanolkar  of

Australian compa.ny, Acous-
ta Scan, a Fifa approved lab
testing company, was pleased
with the condition and quali-
ty of work. The ground will
officially be handed over to
GFA as soon as the lab report
is sent to Fifa. In the mean-
while GFA willneed touse the
turf to test it,” said Khanol-
kar.

Once the stadium is hand-
ed over by Fifa, and these
works completed, Duler will
once again be the hub of all
football activities in North
Goa. The Kingfisher Goa Pro
League matches, for a start,
will be relogated at Duler

while come January and a -

majority of First Division
League matches will be slot-
ted here.

“We have had an amazing
number of inquiries. Clubs
want to train here, many
want to hold tournaments. I
think Duler will be kept busy
all through the year,” said
Mandrekar.

Like Mandrekar said, it's
goingtobeabusy year ahead,
both for Duler and the foot-
ball enthusiasts in this part

- of the world b
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